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Gentlemen of the Senate, and 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, 

An official interview of the delegated friends of 
the people, assembled 4tere in various capacities, to 

5>romote their general and individual happiness, cannot 
ail to inspire us with an ardent desire to attain those 
important objects, and with a firm determination, in the 
pursuit, to be guided by candour, justice, and unbiassed 
deliberation, 

To divest our minds of party principles and feelings, 
ever productive of public and private calamity; to 
trace the streams of contention to their morbid fountain, 
and to liberate from them our happy clime, are indis- 
pensable duties. And shall we not, by a faithful dis- 
charge of them, render abortive the illusive attempts of 
foreign influence in domestic guise ; to excite to phren- 
zy our brave republican and federal brethren ; who, in 
the revolutionary war, were united by sincere friend- 
ship, and who never have had reason for dissolving it — 
to urge them to sheath their swords in the generous 
bosoms of each other — and to render them, alternately, 
their own criminal executioners ; lest, when called on 
by their country, they again may act in unison, avenge 
her cause, and repel her haughty and unjust foes ? 

What are the causes of our public dissensions ? Let 
us ascertain them, and apply a remedy. It may require 
a full view of the subject, but will render the most es- i 
sential service to our country. Of K 



When, as colonists, our charter rights were infringed, 
and a political connexion with Great Britain, was no 
longer compatible with the public safety, we united in 
a common cause, and determined to die or to be free. 
We drew the sword, and threw away the scabbard. 
The conflict was with a Sovereign, who had injured 
us, too much to forgive us. The GOD of Justice com- 
manded our armies, and crowned them with victor}. 

Congress, placed by Divine Providence on un- 
trodden ground, attempted, at an early period, a national 
constitution. This was in the form of the confedera- 
tion. It waft a feeble chain ; too feeble to preserve the 
Union. 

At the time when that project was formed, the 
patriotic o&cera of our army, unrivalled in merit, but 
Unrequited for their services, extended their views to 
hereditary honours. A proposition, to this effect, was 
presented to the Commander in Chief, He had recently 
received the plan of due Confederation ; which to them 
was then unknown, and which precluded that measure. 
Justice demanded a generous re wfcrd for tbe officers^ and 
Congress decreed it. - This was unavoidably discharged 
by unfunded paper* It depreciated to an extreme, and 
did not remunerate the officers. They again soared to 
rewards of honour, established the order of tbe Cmcin- 
nati, and it was alarming to the States. To quiet these, 
alterations were proposed, bat failed of adoption. The 
States viewed the system, as a bed, thick strewed with 
the seeds of monarchy. This was an exotic, not con^ 
geniat with our climate, incompatible with the view* of 
General Washington, and with those of a great majority 
of his officers. But the association commenced, and 
with it, unfortunately y but unintentionally on their part; 
a spirit of party ~ Such was the consequence of an un~ 
funded paper medium \ ever prolific of bad effects, 
and such the result of unrewarded merit. But it will 
ever redound to the honour of the Cincinnati, that its 
measures have been confined to acts of benevolence and 
charity. 



The Confederation, in its origin a doubtful expert- 
mem, soon evinced the necessity of amendments, or of 
another form of government. A Federal Convention 
was called, and preferred the latter. The existing con- 
stitution was referred to the States for ratification, and 
obtained it : but produced great excitements, and pro- 
positions from a majority of the States, for amendments. 
Many of these, when modified, were sanctioned by 
Congress, and united the people. That convention 
had officiated as a national committee, and had reported 
to the States, the form of the constitution. This, like 
other legislative reports, was discussed, and like them 
when adopted, ought forever to have precluded animad- 
versions. But in derogation of the rights and wisdom 
of the advocates of amendment, the happy mean of 
restoring union* they have been incessantly assailed 
with reproaches, to perpetuate the flame of party. 

The revolution of France soon formed another epoch, 
and fertile of events unequalled in preceding annals, 
could not fail deeply to involve our national, state, and 
individual interests. In the destiny of France, was in- 
cluded that of Europe; and our citizens, according to 
their hopes and fears, were again arranged in political 
battalia, and were copiously supplied with inflammables, 
to nourish and increase the spirit of party* 

In the pursuit of this subject, it is an unpleasant, but 
a necessary task, to revert to the period, which preceded 
the revolutionary war ; and in which existed a small, 
but an active anti-revolutionary party.* When hostili- 
ties commenced, a portion of it adhered to their king, 
and quitted the country ; and the residue remained 
amongst us. Of the latter, a part conducted manfully, 
declared their opinions against revolutionary measure?, 
whilst pending; and supported them when adopted. 
Such men merited applause. Some, less active, were 
still inoffensive in politics ; and were treated with lib- 
erality and kindness. But others, and many of their 
descendants have been and continue to be, the secret en- 
emies of the government which protects them. Of the 
refugees, afeio have been commissioned by their king, 
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and admitted by our National Executive, in a public 
capacity* Some have returned, discharged their allegi- 
ance to our government, and been received with 
friendship* Whilst others, in the true style of bold in- 
truders t have increased 9 if possible, their enmity towards 
us. Are not these disaffected refugees, residents, and 
their descendants, royalists in principle and in practice, 
and are they not justly considered in this and in our 
sister States, as the most dangerous enemies of our 
peace, government and union ? Are not the United 
States and Great Britain, much indebted for their present 
disputes, to the machinations of the royalists, aided by 
British agents, and disappointed, irreconcileable expect- 
ants ? And are not all these in fact, the common ene- 
my of both nations ?— Why in the negociation for 
peace, was the British commissioner strenuously for, 
and our own ministers warmly opposed to, the return of 
the refugees ? Was it not foreseen, that some of them 
would be vehement partisans of the British govern- 
ment ? — Why were the royalists alluded to, violently 
in favour of the constitution, without amendments ?— * 
Was it not better adapted to their views, as a step-stone 
to monarchy ? — Why did they expect, that our revolu- 
tionary officers would support such a system ? Was it 
because the worth of these had been estimated by a 
foreign standard ; and that, of their number a solitary 
native Briton, had urged in the federal convention* but 
urged in vain, a monarchical project. Why have they 
taken the name of Federalists ? Was it to serve as a 
cloak for enemies in disguise, and for avoiding the cen- 
sure which awaited their demerits ? Why have they 
mixed with one part only of the revolutionary patriots? 
Were they impelled by an enthusiastic zeal to scourge 
the other part ; to perpetuate between them, an implaca- 
ble hatred ; — and thus to promote their mutual destruc- 
tion ?— Why have they considered every charge against 
themselves, as a charge against Federalists ? Did they 
wish to identify themselves with these, whose political 
views are different from their own, as virtue from vice ; 
as liberty from slavery ? —Why have they proclaimed 



themselves the friends of the constitution and of General 
Washington f Did they expect to be the guardians of 
that national charter of our liberties, and to be thus re* 
warded for their revolutionary exertions, to raise his 
fame, to the height of Hainan's? Why have they 
stigmatized as apostates, those dignified patriots, Who 
deeply regretting and wishing to terminate our politieal 
contention, have again united with their friends and 
brethren ? Did they hope by a blaze of ostensible pa- 
triotism, to conceal their want of political sincerity ? 
Is it not a subject of astonishment that the co-patriots 
of the revolution, have been so long divided by delu- 
sive measures, concerted, to render the eastern states, 
the sanguinary Flanders of faction ? Connected with . 
this subject, are publications from the British gazette?, v 
announcing " that there are in the United States, wri- 
ters, in the pay of the English ministry, to support 
their government." And if writers, are there not min- 
isterial printers here to aid in destroying our own, and 
in re-establishing over us a British government ? But 
Without that evidence can the fact be doubted ? Has 
not the press, occupied by pensioned writers, been the 
great engine of European potentates, to disseminate 
contention ? Have they not by that mean, often de- 
stroyed the internal harmony of nations, in treaty with 
themselves, and made them the slaves of their own in- 
terest ? And has not our political bark, from the time 
she was launched into her element of Independence, 
been endangered by such quicksands f The liberty 
of the press is a great, an inestimable public blessing. 
It induces learned, religious and elegant writers, to ex- 
pose and correct the follies, vices, and crimes of indi- 
viduals in society ; and the treachery, corruption and 
despotism of officers in government. It demands, then, ^ 
as the grand palladium of liberty, and of virtue, the firm 
support of the government" and people. But the licen- 
tiousness of the press is a great evil, in a free country.— 
It enables vicious and prostituted writers and printers, 
to attack the reputation and disturb the happiness of . 
private individuals of both sexes, exemplary, correct, 
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and unblemished in their morals ; -and to misrepresent, 
calumniate and vilify national rulers, patriotic, diligent 
and faithful in office. It is often destructive of the lib* 
crty of the press, is reprobated by tffe wise and good of 
all parties, and is die most powerful political battery, 
of a foreign government, against a free slate. A small 
appropriation of such a government for secret services, 
would render independent specious writers and printers, 
in every State ; who would daily supply columns of 
slander and falsehood, exhibiting the city or town of 
' their residence, as an hotbed of sedition ; entailing' un- 
merited odium on its inhabitants, dxsaffecting the citiU 
zens of a state ; sapping the foundation of the national 
government, union and independence, and tending to 
produce a state of anarchy, and to render as a remedy 
for this, despotism itself a political paradise. How in- 
dispensable to liberty and to the happiness of society, 
is the purity of the press ; ever preserved in free govern* 
ments, by the harmony and virtue of the community I 
How fatal to these is a polluted press, that flaming 
Mtna of par ty spirit ! The difficulty of drawing the 
line between the liberty and licentiousness of the press* 
is such, as to have greatly promoted the latter, and to 
have evinced the increased necessity of discriminating 
between the discordant friends, and the decided foes of 
our country? And is it possible to mistake them? 
Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his 
spots ?•— Let not then the millions, who are or may b» 
inhabitants of this immense republic, destined by the 
God of Nature, to be the resort, and impregnable for- 
tress of Liberty, become victims or vassals* of despotism 
by means of pensioned writers and printers, aided by 
a faction of any fcfteign nation. And if amongst the 
obstacles of our re- union, patriotic, but disappointed 
expectants should appear, let them reflect, that a Fnesi* 
dent, by the gift of an office, cannot satisfy its numer- 
ous votaries; and that public exertions, flawing from 
the hope of offices, and terminated by its defeat, ghacae* 
terize neither a statesman or patriot. Let such be 
treated with lenity, and they will rise superior to their 
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eausdcss chagrin. If any are touched by the pride of 
party, let them consider, that to err is the lot of human- 
ity ; that to correct errors^ is sublime, but that to bo 
the slave of them, is in politics, to be the foe of liberty* 
Having traced the streams, before we proceed to the 
fountain of contention, permit me, gentlemen, to turn 
your attention to our great national concerns ; they de- 
mand your most serious consideration. There are 
points in them, which it is belieyed, are self-evident to 
the nation, and these among others— That the destruc* 
live wars of Europe, their extent and duration, and their 
effects en our political and commercial concerns, have 
been far beyond the controul of our federal govern* 
roent : That whilst each of the great belligerents has 
uniformly and strenuously endeavoured to draw the 
United States into his vortex, and to throw blame on 
their government for disdaining to be the dupe of his 
policy : Our administration, ever alive to the interests of 
of the states and people, have been zealous to preserve 
peace with all the belligerents ; to exercise patience, 
while it was a virtue, and even white it was not a crime ; 
to discuss with candour and truth, every subject of dis- 
pute between our own nation and any other ; and to 
effect, if possible, an amicable adjustment with all of 
them ; and also that the royalists have denied, in almost 
every instance, the correctness, sound policy and wis- 
dom of our government, and have laboured abundantly 
to stigmatize it with the want of probity, truth, and 
patriotism. I have received, on this subject, from the 
Secretary of State of the United States, a printed copy 
of the President's message to Cougress, at the com- 
mencement of their present session, fraught with wis- 
dom, justice and firmness, and also of the documents 
which accompanied the message ; all of which 1 shall 
order to be laid before you. An attentive perusal of 
them, it is conceived, will not leave a doubt in your 
Bunds, " of the extinction of the French decrees, so far 
as they violated our neutral rights ;" or of the effectual 
measures of the national administration " for ascertain- 
ing the ulterior policy of the Frenct) government" rela- 
2 
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tive " to the great afnount of American property seized 
and condemned under their unjust edicts," and to 
" other demands of strict right on that nation ;" or of 
the firm determination of our government, by suitable 
means, to meet those of France. — Such a perusal may 
also convince you, That the conduct of Great Britain 
towards this nation has increased in hostility : That, 
for a series of years, she has insulted our government 
by negociations, intended merely to amuse it, and to 
enable her, with impunity, to pursue a system of 
rapine ; — That , she pertinaciously continues her orders 
in council, and unlawful blockade, with a view to en- 
force submission to them ; to degrade these States to 
the level of colonies ; to interdict their commerce, au- 
thorized as it is by the public law ; to capture and con- 
fiscate on lawful voyages, the ships and cargoes of their 
merchants; to transfer unjustly, their active property, 
the national sinews of war, to her subjects : and to en- 
able these, whom she has shamefully commissioned, to 
live by pillage and plunder— And that she also persists 
in her system of seizing our brave seamen, and of con- 
signing them to her ships of war, thus rendered the 
floating pandemoniums of the ocean. In addition to 
these injuries a proclamation, not officially announced, 
is publicly declared to have been issued by the Prince 
Regent of Great Britain, by and with the advice of his 
privy council, making it " lawful, in any ship or vessel," 
" not belonging to France or her subjects," " to export 
from Halifax" and certain other British ports, " to any 
port of the United States," "from which British vessels 
are or shall be excluded" certain " articles, being the 
growth, produce or manufactures of Great Britain," 
prohibited by our government ; and also to import into 
her said ports," from these States, certain other articles, 
th<* exportation of which is prohibited in British vessels* 
If this extraordinary measure, (the authenticity of which 
has not been denied, and seems to be confirmed by the 
increase of smuggling, and by the general policy of that 
.government to force her trade by such depraved means) 
is actually adopted, does it not encourage and invite the 



subjects of Great Britain, and our own citizens, to vio- 
late a solemn act, sanctioned as a perfect right, by our 
national government? Does it not place his royal 
highness on a level with lawless smugglers ; in the 
grade of seducers of our citizens from their allegiance ; 
and on the list of the. violators of our laws ; at a period 
too, when by the public law he i» in duty bound to res- 
pect that act, as the law of a neutral power ? 
. Having used as con\ prtible terms Great Britain and 
her government, it may be requisite to discriminate 
between them ; and between her politicians in place, 
and her statesmen out of it.— That great and powerful 
nation whose inhabitants are celebrated for their religion, 
morality, love of liberty, literature, industry, and valour, 
is entitled to as much respect and reverence, as perhaps 
any nation on earth. Her most able statesmen have 
condemned her unjust and impoliticly conduct towards 
us, which appears to have resulted from her form of 
government and froip her politicians, who have admin- 
istered it. A majority of her House of Commons is 
elected by a few individuals, controled by the admin- 
istration. The great Chatham reprobated this " as the 
rotten part of the constitution, which required ampu- 
tation." The consequence has been a system of execu- 
tive injluence> a refined term for lawless power, which 
has enthralled that nation, and ruined every other, which 
has yielded to .her policy. And are we not now arrived 
to the morbjd fountain^ that has long nourished those 
.streams of contention, which have infected our body 
politic; which have produced symptoms in it of violent 
disease ; and which have rendered indispensable, effec- 
tual remedies to prevent its dissolution, and to restore 
it to health and vigour ? Is not this congenial with the 
former conduct of that government ? Lid it not pro- 
tect during the revolutionary war, within the lines of its 
army, printers who had deserted from these States, and 
employ them, to vilify in the most opprobrious terms, 
the members of Congress, and their principal officers, 
civil and military? Did not one of those printers de- 
clare that he had been well rewarded for that service 
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by his Britannic Majesty ? And did not that King 

Erotect in the same manner, men who made and circu- 
ited counterfeit bills of public credit, to destroy the 
currency of our own, although a crime punishable by 
death, when committed against kis realm ? — Calumny y 
smuggling) counterfeiting ! What weapons for m King 
to wield in war or in peace! 

Would it not require a folio, to record the violations 
of our rights, whilst colonists, by Great Britain ; and 
a proportionate volume, since she acknowledged our 
independence ? Have not numerous instances of this 
kind been proved to a demonstration) by our national 
government and ministers ? Let us then, to place in a 
clear light her late conduct towards us, apply a few plain 
principles of the law of nations* 

The public law declares, " That any one attacking a 
nation, or violating its perfect rights, does it an injury ; 
from which time, this nation has a right to repel him, 
and reduce the aggressor to reason." 

44 That, If neutrals only continue thek customary 
trade, they do not thereby declare themselves against a 
belligerent's interest, they only exercise a right, which 
they Mre under no obligations of sacrificing to him." 

44 That, Every nation is obliged to perform the duty 
of self preservation." 4< It is not less obliged to pre- 
serve all its members. The nation owes this to itself, 
since the loss of even one of its members weakens it, 
and is injurious to its own preservation. It owes this 
also to the members in particular, in consequence of the 
very act of association \ for those who compose a nation 
are united for their defence and common advantage." 

44 That)- Whoever alienates the subjects of another, 
violates one of the most sacred rights of a state. It is 
the crime distinguished by the name of Plagiat y or man 
stealing ; and is accordingly punished with the utmost 
severity." 

44 That foreign recruiters are hanged immediately ; 
as it is not to be presumed, that their sovereign ordered 
them to commit the crime, and if they did receive such 
an order, they ought not to obey it. If it appeared that 
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they acted by order, such a proceeding in a foreign 
power is justly considered as a sufficient cause for de- 
claring war against him." 

Thus it appears by the public law, that our national 
government have for many years past had a right to 
repel, that monarch, who has invariably violated its 
perfect rights — That foreign recruiters, who use no 
force, to enlist volunteers, are subject to be immediately 
hanged-~-That the press-gangs of Great Britain, having 
forcibly taken from vessels of the United States, their 
native citizens, have committed crimes of a deeper die, 
and have richly merited a similar punishment — And 
that man stealing, sanctioned as it has been by his Bri- 
tannic Majesty , in so flagrant a degree, is, and for a long 
time has been, a just cause for declaring war against 
him. 

Are not other views of the subject requisite? By 
the arbitrary interruption of our commerce, on the part 
of Great Britain, what heavy losses have been sustained 
by our merchants, formers f and manufacturers ? What 
a large proportion of their capitals, and of the surplus 
of their industry, has been sacrificed ? What injuries 
have resulted to the whole community ?*— -In regard to 
our seamen, are there any of our fellow citizens, to whom , 
in peace, or in war, we are more indebted, than to them ? 
To their brave and adventurous spirit, during the 
revolutionary war, were we not principally indebted,, for 
supplies of clothing, ammunition and other necessaries 
for our army ; captured in a great measure from the 
enemy f For ammunition when our military operations 
were paralized by the want of it ? No men could be 
more patriotic, and no class of men sacrificed for their 
country, such a proportion of their lives, as did the of* 
fieers and seamen, who have navigated under the 
American flag : ought not any foreign nation, who had 
dared to have seized such citizens, in violation of our 
most sacred rights, to have been served with a positive 
demand of them, and in case of a refusal, with a just 
and immediate reprisal of as many of her subjects ? 
What has been the consequence of forbearance on the 
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part oP the United States ; of submission to such out- 
rages ? Has Great Britain diminished, has she not in- 
creased them ? Has she not stolen thousands of our 
meritorious seamen ; separated them from their wives, 
children and friends ; compelled them to combat friend- 
ly nations, to thus endanger our peace with them, and 
to aid in destroying our own citizens ? Has she . not 
doomed them to exile, slavery and death ? Has Great 
Britain, since the independence of the United States, 
treated them with the respect due to an independent 
nation ? Will not their degraded state invite her to 
acts not more criminal ; to seize our landsmen, when re- 
quisite for her mines, or for defending her conquests :im 
distant climes ? Will not the love of liberty, and every 
principle of patriotism, and of national attachment be 
annihilated by our continuing in such a torpid state ? 
Will it not entail on us the title and treatment of doves f 
If Great Britain had been wise and just, a war with 
her would be contrary to the mutual interest of both 
nations. And under existing circumstances will it not 
be a wonderful event to be solved only by her political 
blindness, or obstinate injustice ? Will it not accelerate 
her own destruction ? This, which it is in her power 
to prevent, is not the object of the United States ; they 
would deeply regret it. But their . existence, as an 
independent nation, depends on their maintaining their 
rights, or repelling a further invasion of them ; and on 
obtaining justice for past injuries. In support of the 
dignified and energetic conduct of our national govern* 
ment, will not the citizens of this State be ardent to 
pledge their property, their lives, and their sacred 
honour ? The present state of pur country, the spirit of 
the nation, the union of her citizens, her ability, (in her 
zenith) to enforce her rights, the hazard on the part of 
Great Britain of refusing justice ; all conspire, to con* 
firm the policy of decision and vigour, in regard to 
the United and the individual States,— If, at this 
momentous crisis, the nation should, cease to respect 
herself and shrink from the indispensable duty of self 
preservation, shall we not be urged soon by the advo» 
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catcs of vassalage, to supplicate his Britannic Majesty 
to admit us again into his royal favour as penitent 
subjects, to grant. us his kind protection, to cheer us 
with his paternal smiles, and above all, to recommend us 
to the patronage of his faithful royalists, in these his 
dutiful provinces ? 

Are we not then called on to decide whether we will 
commit the liberty and independence of ourselves and 
posterity, to the fidelity and protection of a national go- 
vernment, at the head of which is ii Madison^ support- 
ed by an executive department, a senate and house of 
Representatives, abounding with revolutionary and 
other meritorious patriots ? or to a British adminis- 
tration, the disciples of a Bute, who was the author 
of the plan to enslave these States ; and to .American 
royalists, who cooperated with that government, to 
bind us in chains, while colonists, who have been 
generously forgiven by Americans, and again admitted 
into favour ; but who, like ingrates, are still pursuing 
our subjugation and ruin ? is it not morally and po- 
litically impossible, that a doubt can exist, in regard to 
the choice ? Since then, there, no longer exisUa cause 
for party spirit, in regard to the patriotic Cincinnati, to 
the Federal Constitution^ to the two great Belligerents ; 
since our disputes with one, are adjusted in part, and 
the residue thereof is in a train of amicable negocia- 
tion ; since our concerns with the other, are reduced to 
a point, which presents to his choice, the alternative of 
justice. or war, does not our country demand of us, as 
her right, to immolate contention on the altar of liberty, 
and to consecrate at her shrine a coalition of pa*- 
ties ? 

For the honour of the nation, and of human nature, 
let us now terminate an unnatural, dangerous, and dis- 
graceful spirit of party, and again convince our inter- 
nal and external foes, " that we are all Republicans, that 
we are all Federalists." 

It is a subject of congratulation, that, vulnerable as the 
United States, in their commerce are, by foreign injus- 
tice, they are rendered by the resources of their country, 
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and particularly by their agriculture and manufactures, 
independent of every other nation. Those can furnish 
our citizens with the necessaries, with the convenien- 
ces, and with many of the luxuries of life- Our terri- 
tory also, extending far and wide, and abounding with 
a variety of fertile soils, and of pure climates, will excite 
energies, that will soon Supply even imaginary wants* 
But do not our manufactories require a serious atten* 
tion ? The frequent destruction of them by fire, mani- 
festly applied by incendiaries, and the crimes often 
practised by governments, as well as by individuals, for 
wealth and influence, and for destroying competition, 
render necessary on the part of this State, the protec- 
tion of those infant, but inestimable establishments. 
The means best adapted to this purpose, will require 
your wise and deliberate consideration. 

The spirit of the Militia is not abated, and cannot be 
encouraged beyond its merit and importance. In some 
parts of the Commonwealth, tl ere is a deficiency of 
musket^, which, for the want of means, cannot be pro* 
cured by many individuals. An immediate remedy for 
this cvii seems to be requisite, in thf present posture of 
our public affairs. The extent of the districts and the 
number of men in several of the divisions of the militia, 
having required an increase of these, I have proposed the 
measure to the Council ; and you shall be duly inform- 
ed of the result. The periodical report of the Adjutant 
General, presents of this subject a pleasing aspect—* 
The aggregate of the infantry, is 64,902 ; cavaly, 2994 ; 
artillery, 3233 ; but the cause of the decrease of the 
militia may require investigation, and may flow from 
the militia law ; which, in several particulars requires 
amendment. 

I have endeavoured to discharge the unpleasant, but 
important duties required by the laws of the last session, 
in regard to appointments, in a manner that shall best 
accord with the public tranquillity and interest. Un» 
avoidable circumstances have prevented, in a few. in- 
stances, the completion of this business. 
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I have received from the Honourable Governeur 
Morris and other gentlemen, being a committee of the 
State of New York, a letter on the subject of " opening 
a communication, by means of a Canal Navigation, be- 
tween the Great Lakes and Hudson's river." The 
propositions of that government, in regard to this great 
and important enterprize, appear to be consistent with 
that liberality, justice, and sound policy, which always 
characterize a magnanimous state. 

I have received from the Treasurer, his account to 
the first of the present month ; by which it appears, that 
the Commonwealth has one million dollars in the stocks 
of the Union and Boston Banks, and that when the bal- 
ances due to the Commonwealth shall be collected, there 
will be in the Treasury a sufficient sum to discharge 
the debts due from the State, and a surplus of two hun- 
dred and fourteen thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
two dollars and sixty-three cents. 

The board of visitors appointed by the act for estab- 
lishing " the Massachusetts General Hospital," having 
had various duties assigned them, and this amongst 
others, " to examine the by-laws and regulations en- 
acted by said corporation, and if they see fit to disallow 
and annul the same," were convened, to consider the 
first article of the first section of the by-laws in the 
words following: u Every person who shall give or 
subscribe one hundred dollars to the use of the institu- 
tion, shall be considered a member of the corporation^ 
and entitled to one vote, on all questions which may 
arise at any of its meetings. Persons subscribing or 
giving 8250 shall in like manner be entitled to two 
votes^ Persons subscribing 8500 shall be entitled to 
three votes. Persons subscribing one thousand and 
upwards shall be entitled to four votes. N. B. It being 
understood that the privileges herein granted, are sub- 
ject to the powers vested in the Board of Visitors, by 
the act of incorporation, to disallow and annul the by- 
laws, if they see fit." By this provision, on the suppo- 
sition that the sum required to build the Hospital, in 
addition to the value of the Province- House should be 
3 
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« 8100,000, (and it was conceived that a less sum would 
be inadequate,) if the average of the donations should 
be £100, one thousand persons would be added to the 
corporation ; if £250, eight hundred persons ; if 8500, 
six hundred persons; and if JB 1000, four hundred per- 
sons. In either of these .cases, the existing corporation 
would be so out-numbered, as to become mere cyphers, 
in respect to their authority ; and there being no data to 
determine that such was the intention of passing the act, 
the Board unanimously voted to annul that article of 
the by-laws, so as to give to the Legislature an oppor- 
tunity of carrying into effect, their intentions, whatever 
they may be. The Board did not think it honourable, 
to obtain the sum wanted by donations, and then to 
abrogate the article quoted. 

Many institutions of this Commonwealth, which have 
promised great benefit to the public, would have met 
with much more success, had similar corporations been 
established. When one only of any kind is permitted, 
it too frequently happens, that a majority of the indi- 
viduals composing it, indulge their private views and 
interest, to the exclusion of men of the most enlarged, 
liberal and informed minds ; and thus destroy the rep- 
utation and usefulness of the society itself. The multi- 
plication of such institutions, has a tendency, not only 
to prevent this evU 9 which is an opiate to genius* but to 
produce a competition, and to promote in the highest 
degree the utility of such establishments. 

The Annual Report of the Quarter Master General is 
made,, and it appears, that in this Commonwealth are 
seventy -one companies of artillery, furnished with one 
hundred and forty-four brass field-pieces, with seventy- 
one tumbrils, and every equipment, to take the field at 
the shortest notice. But the length and calibers of the 
small arms differ so much as to require attention. 

The Report of the Directors of the State Prison has by 
some accident been delayed ; but they have conducted 
the affairs of it with great ability and attention, and 
have adopted a system of oeconomy, which has reduced 
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in a remarkable degree the expenses of that beneficial 
institution — the report, when received, shall be duly 
communicated to you. 

During your recess, I have received several anony* 
mous threats of assassination, for having supported the 
national government ; and had they been confined to 
myself, I should have continued silent on the subject. 
But this, from appearances, is part of a system to paral- 
ize exertions, in the cause of Our country, and in differ* 
ent shapes has been extended to several gentlemen of 
great respectability in and out of office. Our late vene- 
rable President Adams, that great and good man, who 
in our conflict for liberty, was the pride of Massachusetts, 
and an oracle of Congress ; who, for revolutionary ser- 
vices has not been surpassed by any others ; and who 
has been publishing in a series of letters, the history of 
his political career, a work promising essential and per- 
manent service to his country ; merely for this, has been 
also threatened " with assassination in his bed/' And 
do the foes of this country expect, by any means, to 
check its friends in support of its cause ? Are these 
to be paralized by the dread of slander or falsehood ? 
That would manifest weakness in the extreme. They 
fear to do wrong and nought but that. Are they to be 
intimidated by apprehensions for their property, ease, 
or enjoyments f Those would betray a sordid disposi- 
tion, the birth-right of slaves. Are they to be apalled 
by contemptible threats of death ? The real prospect 
of it in their country's cause, can never daunt the patri- 
otic souls of freemen. They disdain threats, and bid 
defiance to every attempt for arresting their duty to the 
public, and above all, their support of the national gov- 
ernment, the main pillar of our union, liberty and inde- 
pendence. 

The length of this address, produced by the critical 
state of our public affairs, prevents a mention of other, 
subjects, which I shall communicate by message, and 
with it, the documents referred to on this occasion. 

And now, gentlemen, permit me to express an un- 
limited confidence in your cool, firm, and wise deliber- 
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ations ; a fervent prayer that they may be under thi 
guidance of that Omnipotent Being, who can never err J 
and a fixed determination to co-operate in all your mea-f 
sures, for preserving our inestimable rights, and for 
promoting the great objects of national, state, and indi~* 
vidual happiness. 

E. GERRY, ' 
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